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has set an example of rising to a better ideal of
public duty, and has brought its influence to bear
on other races and nations that a step in improve-
ment has been made. The advocacy of freedom for
the slave made little progress so long as it was
argued on humanitarian grounds by Fox and other
Quakers; but when it was at last brought within the
range of practical politics by one nation, and taken
up as a national concern, an example was provided
which other peoples have gradually followed.
-2 In view of these conflicting opinions, as to the
* nature of the public good for the country at
this time, there is special need to be careful in the
personal judgments we allow ourselves to make.
Thirteen years ago many Free Traders seemed ready
to assume, that those who were dissatisfied with the
cosmopolitan ideal were entirely devoid of any care
for the public good, and were thinking only of their
private interests1. As a matter of fact, tariff re-
formers were then advocating a course which they
believed to be directly for the Common Weal of the
nation and the Empire, and incidentally for that of
the world at large. To ignore this claim and assert
that they were insensible to public good altogether,
and only thinking of their private interests, was not
very generous. During the stress of the great emerg-
ency caused by the war, the practical importance of
attention to the Common Weal of the nation has
been increasingly realised, and public opinion has
1 Guardian, 23rd November, 1904, p. 1966.